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PAGE 01 STATE 250017 
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ORIGIN L-03 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ARA-06 EA-07 EUR- 12 NEA-10 10-13 ISO-OO 

SP-02 AID-05 EB-07 NSC-05 CIEP-01 TRSE-00 SS-15 

STR-04 OMB-Ol CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO FRB-03 INR-07 

NSAE-00 XMB-02 OPIC-03 LAB-04 SIL-01 DODE-OO NSCE-00 

SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 /121 R 

DRAFTED BY L:MBFELDMAN:LHS 
APPROVED BY L:MBFELDMAN 
IO/CMD - MR. POOLE 
EB/IFD/OIA - MRS. CONSTABLE (SUBS) 

EUR/WE - MR. MCKINLEY 

108740 

O 072258Z OCT 76 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 

INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 250017 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ECOSOC, UNGA. IT 

SUBJECT: ECOSOC ILLICIT PAYMENTS WORKING GROUP 
REF: ROME 16435 

1 . EMBASSY IS AUTHORIZED TO SAY THAT USG WELCOMES GOI 
INTEREST IN PARTICIPATION IN THIS WORK. QUESTION OF 
SUPPORT FOR ITALIAN CANDIDACY HAS NOT AND PROBABLY WILL 
NOT ARISE IN THAT FORM AS NO ELECTION IS PRESENTLY 
CONTEMPLATED. IN FACT. ITALY AS COORDINATOR OF WEO GROUP 
IN ECOSOC HAS BEEN GIVEN RESPONSIBILITY FOR NEGOTIATING 
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PROBLEM IS THAT G-77 INSISTS ON LIMITING WORKING GROUP TO 
18 WITHOUT SACRIFICING GEOGRAPHICAL BALANCE WHILE WEO'S 
ARE PRESSING FOR 8 OR 9 PARTICIPANTS. 

2. U.S. INTEREST IS IN RAPID AGREEMENT ON COMPOSITION OF 
WORKING GROUP OF ANY REASONABLE SIZE. IN EVENT WEO'S 
ARE CONSTRAINED TO REDUCE PARTICIPATION TO FIT AN 18- 
MEMBER WG, USA WILL NOT TAKE A POSITION AS BETWEEN 
COMPETING EC CANDIDATES. ROBINSON 
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